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IMEU-BW-ZA 7 July 2011

MEMORANDUM FOR SEE DISTRIBUTION

SUBJECT: United States Army Garrison (USAG) Baden-Wuerttemberg, Command Policy
Memorandum #22, Authorized Water Recreational and Swimming Areas

1. References:
a. DA Pamphlet 385-10, Army Safety Program, Rapid Action Review (RAR) 19 Jan 10.
b. AR 385-10, The Army Safety Program, RAR 14 Jun 10.

¢. AE Circular 190-24, Consolidated List of Off-Limits Areas, Establishments, Firms,
Individuals, and Organizations, 16 Feb 11.

2. Purpose: Establish policy and procedures for designating approved water recreational and
swimming areas.

3. Applicability: All units, organizations and activities within the USAG Baden-Wuerttemberg
and Kaiserslautern areas of operations.

4. There are very few things more inviting on a hot day than a refreshing dip in a cool body of
water. Therefore, it comes as no surprise that accidental drownings are a leading cause of deaths
in USAREUR. This indiscriminate killer strikes all ages, regardless of physical prowess or
swimming proficiency.

5. Many water-related deaths and serious injuries can be prevented if members take a few
simple precautions before swimming, diving, or playing in the water. First and foremost is to
choose a safe place to swim. Each Garrison will work with their German Regional Health Office
(Geundheitsamt) to publish and distribute a listing of authorized public and natural (lakes, rivers,
and similar water bodies) swimming areas in their footprint meeting the criteria of AE Circular
190-24 (ref 1b) by 1 May each year. The listing will be posted on community websites, bulletin
boards, in fitness centers, and Outdoor Recreation facilities in readily accessible areas for patron
viewing. Personnel (military and civilian) assigned to staff elements of USAG Baden-
Wuerttemberg will comply with the water safety policy enacted by the Commander, USAG BW.

6. Unit commanders, supervisors, and leaders will ensure their military and U.S. civilian
personnel understand the differences between German life savers and the traditional lifeguards
who provide supervision at U.S. pools and beaches.
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Also, emphasize the cardinal rule of “never swim alone.” Remind personnel that floatation
devices (rafts, chairs, etc.) and inflatable swim aids are no guarantee against accidental
drownings. Ensure water safety is discussed during safety briefings from May through
September. Risk management is the best tool our members have to safeguard themselves and
their loved ones ... encourage them to use it on and off the job.

7. Every Soldier and DA Civilian must in turn ensure their family members are briefed on
locally-approved water recreational and swimming areas. Additionally, when using public,
approved swimming facilities the member, their family members and guest must comply with the
rules of the establishment to ensure everyone’s safety.

8. The proponent for this policy memorandum is USAG Baden-Wuerttemberg Safety Office,
DSN 373-5277/9082, commercial 06221-17-5277/9082, or email: usagbw.safety@eur.army.mil.
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