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MEMORANDUM FOR SEE DISTRIBUTION

SUBJECT: United States Army Garrison (USAG) Baden-Wuerttemberg Command Policy
Memorandum #15, Domestic Violence and Child Abuse

1. The command is committed to achievement of a safe and secure environment for our Soldiers
and Families. Incidents of domestic violence and child abuse are a reflection of serious
relational problems, a breach of good order and discipline, and a clear threat to the safety and
welfare of members of our community.

2. Domestic violence is defined by AR 608-18, as the use, attempted or threatened use of force
or violence against a person of the opposite sex, or a violation of a lawful order issued for the
protection of a person of the opposite sex who is a current or former spouse, a person with whom
the abuser shares a child in common, or a current or former intimate partner with whom the
abuser shares or shared a common domicile. Child abuse is defined by AR 608-18 as the
physical or mental injury, sexual abuse or exploitation, or negligent treatment of a child.

3. All members of the USAG Baden-Wuerttemberg community are encouraged to report any
known or suspected domestic abuse and/or child abuse incidents to the military police at 388-
2222. Command teams, military police, child care staff and volunteers, and school personnel are
required to report suspected abuse to the military police at 388-2222.

4. USAG Baden-Wuerttemberg Army Community Service is available to help identify programs
and services to prevent abuse. Services include referrals to counseling services, victim
advocacy, and a wide variety of family life educational programs. The New Parent Support
Program provides home visits for expecting parents and families with children three years of age
and under. Father/step-father or intimate partner involvement in home visitations is important
and supported by the USAG Baden-Wuerttemberg Command. All victims of domestic abuse are
encouraged to seek assistance from the Family Advocacy Program, which may be able to offer
confidential assistance through a restricted reporting process. A 24 hour hotline is available to
victims of abuse at 0170-609-2862.

5. Unit commanders are expected to fully comply with AR 608-18. This includes receiving a
Family Advocacy Program briefing within 45 days of taking command, reporting all suspected
incidents of domestic violence and child abuse to the reporting point of contact, taking
appropriate measures to protect the rights of alleged victims and oftenders, and taking
appropriate actions, such as no contact or military protective orders, to ensure the safety of our
Soldiers and Family members.
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6. The proponent for this policy letter is the USAG Baden-Wuerttemberg Family Advocacy
Program Manager, DSN 370-6883.
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